we must move out from religious error (2 Chronicles 29:5,
16) and then stand on the Bible alone. This is what those
of the Restoration Movement sought to do. Although this
change was not perfect, these men sought to dig up the
wells without impurity with the knowledge they had.
Today, men must not correct denominationalism, they
must leave it. They must leave all worship, practical, and
organizational impurity, not welcome them as minor
offenses.

God Wants Us to Dig for the Old Wells (Genesis 26:18).
Isaac did not leave Abraham’s wells undug. They were
there but needed to be uncovered. So, he dug again the
wells of water that his father had dug. He also called their
names after the names his father called them. The old
wells of Scripture began to be uncovered in the late 18"
and early 19" centuries. Little by little men of the
Restoration Movement began to leave denominationalism
and called men to be a part of the New Testament church.

Not much is needed to restore God’s teachings; all you
need is a seed (Luke 8:11; 1 John 3:9) and diligent search
(Nehemiah 8:14; Acts 17:11). We too can find if we will
but seek (Genesis 26:32; Matthew 7:7). Because men
during the Restoration Movement sought to use the Bible
alone, they began to walk on the path of restoration.
During the Restoration Movement, there were certain
wells that needed to be dug up and these wells must
continue to be dug today. The following Biblically
founded ideas led the charge of the Restoration
Movement:

“Where the Bible speaks, we speak, and where the
Bible is silent, we are silent” (1 Corinthians 4:6;
Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 4:11). The Bible authorizes in
three ways:

« Direct commands (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Hebrews
10:25).
« Necessary inferences (Acts 20:7).
« Apostolic examples (1 Corinthians 4:17; Philippians
3:17; 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10).
We would do well to peer into the Bible for our authority
in everything we do today.
“In matters of faith, unity,; in matters of opinion,
liberty; in all things, charity” (John 17:20-21; 1

Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:4-6). Division is
unacceptable. God calls men to be unified in doctrine
and practice.

“Truth first, union afterward; and union only in
truth.” Truth is the most important well to dig up,
unity only comes after truth is accepted (John 8:32).
Fellowship cannot exist with truthless individuals.
Unbelievers cannot be the other oxen on our yoke (2
Corinthians 6:14). Those who hold false doctrines
cannot paint the inside of our house with their
teaching (2 John 9-10). Unity is only good and
pleasant when it is among brethren (Psalm 133:1).
Only those of a like mind can walk together (Amos
3:3). You may tie two cats together and have union,
but you surely don’t have unity.

“Call Bible Things by Bible Names.” Names are
important. Isaac renamed the wells by the old names
of his father. Unfortunately, apostacy gave birth to a
plethora of unscriptural names like Catholic,
Methodist, or Lutheran. During the Restoration
Movement men urged people to go back to the Bible
and be Christians only (Acts 11:26). This restoration
bucket also brought up the name for Jesus’ one
church. Instead of Baptist, Mennonite, or
Presbyterian, they acknowledged “church of Christ”
(Romans 16:16).

God wants us to dig the wells of New Testament
Christianity. We do not simply just want to fix
people’s hearts today by reforming them, that is not
enough; we want them to be restored; restored to the
ultimate state of perfection before sin (Ecclesiastes
7:29; Ezekiel 28:15; Matthew 18:3-4). Are you a
member of the New Testament church if not, why

not?

Endnotes
[1]https://accurate4.com/2019/11/18/water-well-use-fun-
facts/#:~:text=Water%e20Well%20Facts%201%20Approximately%2025%:25%20
of%20global, likely%620it%20is%20that%20contamination’20will%200ccur.%:20
[2]Merriam Webster.

[3]0f course the Restoration Movement should be kept in its proper context. (1)
It is not the beginning of the church of Christ. (2) Any time before then men
unrecorded in history may have attempted to restore New Testament
Christianity. (3) Men today may still be seeking to restore the New Testament
Christianity in their community.

[4] F. W. Mattox, The Eternal Kingdom
[5] Mattox, chapter 8
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The largest handmade well in the world is in Kansas
reaching a depth of 109 feet. About 25% of global
rainwater becomes groundwater, which supplies wells.
Most wells do not run dry.[1] Wells provide sustenance
for cities, families, farmers. God has some wells of His
own.

For years God’s wells of truth were covered. Men began
to oppose the living water (John 4:10) by covering His
wells with false doctrine. While God’s Word is never
void (Matthew 24:35; Isaiah 55:11) and His church never
non-existent (Matthew 16:18), after the first century,
men dug from other wells. It was not until the 17" and
18" centuries that men began to re-dig and once again
came to the truth that was laid forth in the first century.
This was called the Restoration movement.

Restoration is a correction term. It means to return
something to an earlier position (1 Kings 13:6).[2] In a
world of religious expression and thought, the
Restoration movement urged men to go back to the
foundational teachings (Jeremiah 6:16; cf. Hebrews 5:12)
of salvation, the church, and Bible authority. Seclusively,
we just want the Bible, all the Bible, and nothing but the
Bible.

The Bible records an earlier restoration movement that
helps us illustrate what the religious world has faced over
the years (Genesis 26:15-18). This account can be
analogized in showing that Abraham’s digging the wells
represents the first century teaching and church
establishment; the Philistines’ closing the wells represents
the apostacy from the truth; and Isaac’s re-digging of
wells represents the Restoration Movement.[3] Let us
follow this process in church history.

God Dug the First Wells (Genesis 21:22-33). God is a well
digger. Like Abraham who dug the first wells, through
Jesus’ apostles, God laid the foundation for the church
by digging the wells of truth. His teaching through the
apostolic medium was the foundational, salvational, and
traditional teaching that was spread abroad (Acts 2:42;
Ephesians 2:20). The apostles were simply teaching the
commands of God (1 Corinthians 14:37; 2 Peter 3:2) or

binding traditions (2 Thessalonians 2:15; 3:6). This
doctrine was sound (Titus 2:1)—they were wells that
were well! They were unified in what they taught. As
God was digging these wells, He filled them with His
own water. These key first century doctrines included
areas like:

« Worship(John 4:24).

« The one church (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22-23;

Colossians 1:18).

« Salvation(John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Peter 3:21).

« Leadership(Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5).
These wells were filled with water that was clean. The
first century disciples would not have known
denominational dogmas nor ceremonial worship
services. They would have been offended by those who
tried to fill these wells up with creeds and doctrines of
men.

Some Try to Close the Old Wells (Genesis 26:15, 18). The
Philistines stopped the wells that Abraham had dug.
Similarly, many throughout the years covered up the
wells of God’s truth. After the church was established,
men sought to fill the wells of first century water with
first century waste (Acts 20:30; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy
4:3-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Peter 2:2; 1 John 2:18-23;
4:3).

Specifically, in the first and second centuries, views from
Gnostics began to cover the wells of the truth. The
organization of the church was the first to be attacked.
Monarchal Episcopalism (one man rule) soon was
practiced. Some began to differentiate from bishops and
presbyters. The clergy was not far from existence and
distinctions were also made between laity (common
members) and clergy (preachers, elders, etc.). Matters of
doctrine were also challenged. About these issues there is
no limit, as things from baptism to eschatological issues
were debated. Overtime, elders began to oversee regions
and people would meet at councils to decide specific
matters instead of looking to the Bible. There were seven
main ecumenical councils:

« Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.).

« Council of Constantinople (381 A.D.).

« Council of Ephesus (431 A.D.).

« Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.).

« Council of Constantinople (553 A.D.).

« Council of Constantinople (680 A.D.).

« Council of Nicaea (787 A.D.).
Worship began to become ceremonial[4] and
traditionalistic, which eventually gave rise to the Roman
Catholic church and the Pope. Instead of the council’s
authority, the Pope assumed the authority over matters
of doctrine.[5] For years, the Roman Catholic Church
dominated the religious world and became the largest
denomination. It still is the largest denomination with a
population of more than 1.3 billion adherents.

When the Catholic Church grew to cause problems in
the religious world, men sought to make a change. The
Reformation (different from the Restoration Movement)
from the surface seemed positive; however, it only
sought to correct some of the problems of the Catholic
Church; it did not seek to restore the New Testament
church. Men like John Calvin and Martin Luther may
have done some good; however, their doctrines too have
caused many to be lost for centuries. It was not until the
Restoration Movement that positive changes would
result.

We Need to LEAVE for the Clean Wells (Genesis 26:16-
17). Isaac did not start re-digging wells until he moved.
Restoration demands a change of location Although
men during the Reformation Movement had good
intentions, their overarching thesis was wrong. There are
a few differences from Reformation and Restoration:

. Reformers want to fix apostacy; Restorers want to
go back to the original.

. Reformers seek to create new or “better” sects;
Restorers do away with sects and denominations. In
fact, the Reformation movement birthed more
denominational groups than before!

« Reformers may follow the creeds of man; Restorers
follow the Bible alone.

Reformers like staying in the same impure well and
trying to clean it, while Restoration is moving
completely to a new well.

In order for one to restore New Testament Christianity,



