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CROWNS in 
God’s Trophy Case
Noah Olson

	 	Crowns are symbols of royalty and excellence. Kings wear crowns (2 Samuel 12:30), queens wear crowns (Esther 2:17), and God’s faithful wear crowns (Revelation 4:10). Crowns are expensive objects made for those of importance. The word “crown,” “crowns,” and “crowned” occur 81 times in the Bible.  If God has crowned mankind with glory and honor (Psalm 8:5), we are not surprised to find out that He will distribute some to His children. While royals are dressed with crowns of splendor, Christians wear crowns of victory.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: Vincent said: “Thus it is distinguished from the royal crown, which is διάδημα, of which diadem is a transcript. In Paul, στέφανος is always used of the conqueror's crown, not of the king's (1Co_9:24-26; 2Ti_2:5). David Guzik called stephanos a trophy.] 

		 	Heaven is a place where crowns are distributed. We look forward to obtaining these crowns one day and God does not mind using them to motivate us to stay faithful to Him.[footnoteRef:2] Napolean was said to have created his own crown in 1804 and crowned himself with his own hands in the Cathedral of Nortre Dame.[footnoteRef:3] Christians cannot crown themselves. Instead, God distributes the crowns; He places them on the victors’ heads with His own hands. What are these crowns?  [2: David Guzik. ]  [3: Biblical Illustrator. ] 


The Crown of Incorruptibility (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).
 	Physical crowns are subject to wear and tear. They rust, can be chipped, and may even be stolen. Some of them lose value over time. In ancient Greece, games were played, similar to the Olympics. Victors wore a crown. This crown was a plant-type crown that would surely become withered. God’s crown is much different. 
	
 	God’s crown does not rust, cannot be chipped, will never be stolen, and cannot lose its value. The adjective declares it so, as “incorruptibly” (aphthartos) means “uncorrupted, not liable to corruption or decay, imperishable.”[footnoteRef:4] Peter used the same word in writing about the spiritual inheritance (1 Peter 1:4). This crown is wonderful because it has no shelf life!  [4: Lost source. ] 

	 	Only winners get this crown. The striving comes before the obtaining (1 Corinthians 9:25). Christians are spiritual runners. They must train themselves and discipline themselves so that they can be ready to obtain their crown (1 Corinthians 9:24, 27; Hebrews 12:1-2). Many would work hard to be free of their terminal sickness or if they had the opportunity to live forever. One’s focus will be evidenced by their diligence (Matthew 6:21). Truly, only active participants can obtain this crown.
 	This crown is obtainable; it does not take more than what we can handle to obtain. Paul fought a real opponent; He was not fighting the air like a boxer who warmed up before his match. He ran with purpose—to obtain! We are not working hard for no reason. There is an actual race with an actual crown to be obtained. Obtaining an earthly crown is impossible unless one is born into royal blood. This crown is obtainable through royal blood too, but anyone can become royal blood through obedience to the Gospel. Thankfully, we can run and expect to win. 

The Crown of Righteousness (2 Timothy 4:7-8).
 	Most monarchal rulers wear crowns of unrighteousness. Many rulers have raised the scepter with injustice. God’s crown is much different. The word for righteousness is δικαιοσυνης and it means justified and right with God. Righteousness describes a lifestyle that simply strives to do the right things by the right standard (Psalm 119:172). 
	 	This crown is for all those who lived righteous lives and who anticipate the coming of the Lord (Titus 2:12-13). Those seeking this crown must seek righteousness (Proverbs 21:21; Matthew 6:33; Acts 10:35; 1 Timothy 6:11). Like Paul this demands that one must have: 
· “fought.” The word is ἀγωνίζομαι and it means to struggle. Paul chose righteousness over unrighteousness; the battle was strong (Galatians 5:16-18; Ephesians 6:10-13). Faith’s fight is hard (1 Timothy 6:12). 
· “finished.” The race was close in sight and it took a lot to get here, but Paul was ready (Acts 20:24).  
· “kept.” It takes much effort to keep something in your possession, but it must be done in order to obtain the prize ahead. 
Although keeping righteousness is required, man does not have to be perfect. Christians are continually declared righteous as he continues to live in the light of God’s Word (1 John 1:7-9), so that one day he can obtain the crown of righteousness. 
The righteous crown will be given to a righteous people by a righteous judge (Acts 17:31; Romans 2:5; cf. Revelation 19:11). No one will get a crown who shouldn’t, and everyone will get a crown who should (Hebrews 6:10). The righteous Judge will not forget to give the righteous a righteous crown for “he is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23). Jesus can give this crown of righteousness to a once unrighteous people because He gave His righteous life.[footnoteRef:5]  [5: https://southsidechurchofchrist.com/sermons/the-crown-of-the-christian.html] 

	 	There was no doubt in Paul’s mind that this crown could be obtained. Paul said he “shall give me” and that it was already laid up for him. He could trust God with his crown; God is an honorable securer (2 Timothy 1:12). He could have hope in death because a crown was awaiting him (Proverbs 14:32a). Beautifully, God has a lot of righteous crowns He wants to distribute and all of those who love Him can wear one too. 

The Crown of Life (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).
 	Wearing the crown of death is inevitable (Hebrews 9:27). Some wear this crown earlier than others while others live a full lifetime without having to place it on their heads. Sometimes this crown of death takes place after hard trials, and it is through these trials that the crown of life means so much more. Life has new meaning to those in the face of death and the crown of life is the priceless treasure after which man can hope.  
	 	Trials are a part of this present age (2 Timothy 3:12). Both James and Jesus warned their audience of such things. James notes two different trials: trials of all sorts (James 1:2-8) and trials of the soul with sin (James 1:14-15). Jesus observed that Smyrna was about to face heavy persecution for their faith; likely death was included (Revelation 2:10). Smyrna was the city where the Roman temple of Tiberius was located. Rome was no friend to these Christians and neither were the Jews. In fact, they were stirring the Romans against them.[footnoteRef:6] They were about to be crowned with death. Despite the inflicting trials, both writers promised the crown of life.  [6: Homer Hailey, The Book of Revelation, Nevada Publications, 2007, 125-126. ] 

 	The test will show the King who is privileged to wear the crowns. James wrote “Behold, we count them happy which endure” (James 5:11a). Paul said that suffering leads to reigning (2 Timothy 2:12). The Roman Christians were told about the blessings of endurance, “To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life” (Romans 2:7). The word “tried” in James 1:12 is dokimos and it means approved or accepted. Faith that is tested produces a crown much more precious than gold (1 Peter 1:7). James said “when” a man is tried not “if” (James 1:2). Jesus said, “the devil shall cast” and “ye shall have tribulation” (Revelation 2:10). Only through the testing can one receive the crown. Only through endurance can one be saved (cf. Matthew 10:22). Only through overcoming[footnoteRef:7] can one be victorious. Christians are more than conquerors (ὑπερνικάω) (Romans 8:37) and have victory over the world (1 John 5:4). Someone said if you overcome, you can come on over (cf. Revelation 21:7). Dwight D. Eisenhower said, “There is no victory at discount prices.”   [7: The Greek Word often translated “overcometh” is nikao. The Greeks had a goddness of victory NIKE. The Greek word nikao means to conquer or gain the victory (Strong). It is found 28 times in the New Testament and John uses it 24 times (John, 1 John, and Revelation [17 times]). The word suggests that Christians are to stand strong so that they can be victors of the race or battle set before them. ] 

	 	Someone said, “There are no crown-wearers in heaven who were not cross-bearers here below.”[footnoteRef:8] Paradoxically, if man wants to obtain the crown of life, he must be willing to wear the crown of death (Matthew 16:24-26). In fact, Jesus said he must be faithful even if doing so costs one his life. He must have a proper view of this earthly life (John 12:25) and make Christ his life now (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 1:21; Colossians 3:4). This requires forsaking temporal things for eternal things (Matthew 19:29) and “not accepting deliverance” so that they may obtain a better resurrection (Hebrews 11:35; Revelation 12:11). The crown of life is not just life, but eternal life. In both James and Revelation, the text literally reads τὸν στέφανον τῆς ζωῆς (“the crown of the life”). Wearers of these crowns will never die (cf. John 10:28; 11:26; 1 John 5:11). The victors will put down the crowns of death for this new crown of life (1 Corinthians 15:54-57).    [8: Rick Duggin. ] 

	 
The Crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:4).
 	The fourth crown in God’s case is given to leaders. Elders serve as shepherds over congregational flocks. They do so with God’s approval and do so with honor (1 Timothy 5:17-18). They have an extra job to do (Hebrews 13:20). They will be blessed by the chief Shepherd after they have successfully guided the sheep of their pasture. Again, the word “crown” is stephanos and describes a prize to those who are victorious after a hard battle. God cannot wait to crown His delegated leaders with a crown of glory, seeing they glorified Him with their position (1 Corinthians 10:31) by: 
· Feeding the flock. 
· Leading the flock. 
· Sacrificing for the flock. 
· Teaching the flock. 
Elders are special people who will receive the crown of glory. Why makes this crown so wonderful? 
	 	Because it will be distributed by Jesus. The chief Shepherd will congratulate His faithful shepherds with a crown created by His own hand. Elders may have received gifts and honor by man, but this gift will trump them all. The King of glory will glorify His leaders with glory!  
	 	Because it will be glorious. Glory denotes splendor, magnificence, and brightness. Commenting on this word, Thayer defined it as “good opinion concerning one, and as resulting from that, praise, honor, glory.” Elders will be partakers of the glory that will be revealed (1 Peter 5:1). Elders may have been despised and rejected by members of their flock, but Jesus will honor them (Matthew 25:21; 1 Corinthians 4:5). They faced hardship and pain, but Jesus will comfort them. Their work will be appreciated and their dedication met with a reward. Shepherds spent much toil in feeding, leading, and heeding, but they will be honored in the end. Their pain will be worth the gain (Romans 8:18).  
	 	Because it will never fade. Like the incorruptible crown, this crown is also fadeless.[footnoteRef:9] These shepherds will always wear the crown that their Savior gave them. They may have been worn down and torn down by their labor, but their crown will blossom on their heads forever.  [9: The Greek word for “fadeth not away” is ἀμαράντινος, which comes from amaranth, which is a flower that never fades. ] 

	There is a crown awaiting the faithful leaders of God’s flocks—the crown of glory. Ultimately, everyone has the opportunity to wear this crown: “But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile” (Romans 2:10).    

The Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19).
 	In normal games, only one is crowned victor. Competitors often do not cheer on each other nor do they get excited when another ties them for first place. The race to heaven is different. In fact, the more crowns God will distribute, the happier He will be. The crown of rejoicing is the evangelistic crown. It may be that a Christian’s crown will shine brighter the more souls he is privileged to help convert. Again, the word is stephanos which implies victory AFTER strenuous effort. 
	 	This crown is the salvation of the souls of others who one helped convert (Philippians 4:1). Salvation is a joyous thing. The angels told the shepherds “I bring you good tidings of great joy…For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior” (Luke 2:10-11, emp. mine, NO). The restoration of the lost sheep caused the shepherd to be joyful (Luke 15:5). The Eunuch rejoiced (Acts 8:39) after he was saved. Heaven dispenses the crown of rejoicing to evangelists and it rejoices along with them when souls are saved (Luke 15:10).   
 	This crown will be given to those who taught the Gospel to others. If we do not meet others and teach others, we cannot obtain this crown (nor the other ones). It is wise to teach the Gospel (Proverbs 11:30), seeing that conversion leads to life (cf. James 5:19-20). A man and his converts will be able to rejoice together for eternity (John 4:36) because of the decision he made to talk to them about Jesus. To the Corinthians, Paul wrote “If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward” (1 Corinthians 3:14). If we want to have eternal joy and wear this crown, let’s determine to start talking to others about Christ. Apparently, this crown is shiny for Daniel wrote “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the starts for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). J.R. Miller said, “They who are saving souls are gathering and polishing jewels for their heavenly crowns.” How many jewels will be in your crown? 
	 	God is crafting many crowns for His faithful to wear when they come to Heaven. They will feel unworthy to wear them and may even take them off because being in God’s presence is the ultimate crown (Revelation 4:10-11). Thankfully Jesus wore the crown of thorns (Matthew 27:29) so that we can be wear some crowns of our own someday. These crowns cannot be obtained until the race is won (2 Timothy 2:5). Hold tightly to the key of your vault; let “no man take thy crown” (Revelation 3:11). Are you ready to receive your crowns? If not, secure your ticket today (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 
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