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There is No Record of It Being the Point at Which One
Becomes Saved. If the sinner’s prayer was essential to
salvation, we might expect to find examples in the
Bible, yet there is not one. Examine the following
conversion accounts to see what these DID to be saved: 

Acts 2:37-38, 41: “Repent…baptized…baptized”
Acts 8:12-13: “believed…baptized…believed…
baptized.” 
Acts 8:36-38: “baptized…believe…‘I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God…’ baptized.”
Acts 9:6, 18; 22:16: “baptized… calling on the name
of the Lord.” 
Acts 10:43, 47, 48: “believeth…baptized…baptized
in the name of the Lord.” 
Acts 16:14-15: “heard…attended…baptized.” 
Acts 18:8: “hearing believed…baptized.” 
Acts 19:5: “heard…baptized.” 

The early church simply practiced what their Lord
commissioned (Mark 16:16)—no sinner’s prayer was
given by Jesus and spread throughout the church. 
               
It would do every man well to speak where the Bible
speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent (1 Peter
4:11). The sinner’s prayer cannot be found on one page
of Scripture, so it must be disregarded. No sinner was,
is, and will ever be saved by a prayer. Instead of asking
Jesus into your heart, seek to get into His, by believing
(John 8:24), repenting (Luke 13:3, 5), confessing (Acts
8:37), and being baptized (Galatians 3:26-27). 
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Prayer is Only for Christians. Technically, there is no
such thing as a sinner’s prayer, but there is such a
thing as a Christian’s prayer. God doesn’t accept
prayers of the unrighteous (Proverbs 15:8; Ezekiel
8:18; Micah 3:4), but His ear is wide open to the
faithful (1 Peter 3:12). Even the blind man accepted
this proposition (John 9:31).[5] Unless one is cleansed
in the blood of Christ through baptism, a prayer will
reach no farther than the ceiling. One cannot be saved
by shouting the name of God—the blood of Jesus
requires more. For those already immersed in water
for forgiveness, prayer, repentance, and confession is
the mode in which God has prepared for their sins to
be forgiven as Christians (Acts 8:22[6]; 1 John 1:9). 

Calling on the Name of the Lord is NOT the Sinner’s
Prayer. Some believe that the references to calling on
the Lord’s name is a reference to the sinner’s prayer,
but such a conclusion is without sound hermeneutical
exegesis. Calling on the name of the Lord saves
sinners (Acts 2:21; 22:16; Romans 10:13), but what
does it mean? Observe the divisions of this phrase: 

“Calling.” In the Old Testament, sometimes
calling refers to an outcry to God; however, it also
referred to obedience (Genesis 4:26; Zephaniah
3:9). Calling does not always have to mean a
verbal cry.
“on the name of the Lord.” Law enforcement
agents will utter “stop in the name of the law.”
What they are doing is appealing to the authority
found in the law. To do something in the name of
the Lord, is to do something by His authority
(Colossians 3:17). 

Joel 2:32 observes that calling on the name of the
Lord would save Israelites, but no one would assume
that God would accept only a mere cry. Their calling
would be evidenced in their repenting and obeying! 

The New Testament refers to this phrase a few times
(Acts 2:21; 22:16; Romans 10:13; 2 Timothy 2:22), let
us observe the first two 
               Acts 2:21. At the beginning of his sermon,
Peter quoted Joel’s words about calling on the name
of the Lord. He declared that Joel’s prophecy was 

being fulfilled as he spoke (Acts 2:16). Truly, calling on
the name of the Lord was necessary for salvation, but it
is not a prayer. When the listeners heard that such a call
was essential to be saved they did not ask “what shall
we pray” or “what shall we utter”—they asked “what
shall we do” (Acts 2:37). Peter did not respond by
inviting them to come to a mourner’s bench, an alter,
or to utter a previously scribed prayer. Imperatively, he
commanded them to repent and baptized (Acts 2:38).
Placing Acts 2:21 and Acts 2:38 shows us that they
mean the same thing: 

 
No prayer was mentioned by Peter that day because
God never gave him one. 
            Acts 22:16. As Saul stood before the Sanhedrin,
he gave them a personal history course of his life. He
recounted his conversion and what Ananias had told
him to do to be saved. Acts 9 records that while he was
waiting, Saul was praying (Acts 9:11). If any man
should have been told to say a sinner’s prayer it should
have been Saul[7], yet such a prayer was never known
to Christians in the first century. Instead, Ananias told
him to have his sins washed away through baptism,
which was equal to calling on the name of the Lord.
Eric Lyons observed, “The participle phrase, ‘calling on
the name of the Lord,’ describes what Paul was doing
when he was baptized for the remission of his sins.”[8]
If calling on the name of the Lord was prayer then why
did Ananias mention baptism at all? Also, Saul was
already praying, why didn’t Ananias tell him to just say
this type of prayer? Because baptism saves, not a prayer
(1 Peter 3:21).     
               
The New Testament calling is the New Testament plan
for salvation, but it does not refer to a prayer but acts
of obedience to the authority of Christ. 
 

There are hundreds of prayers in the Bible, but the
sinner’s prayer is not one of them. For the past half
millennium, faith only has been a common teaching in
Christendom. Luther taught it, Zwingli spread it, and
Billy Graham globalized it. From this wave, came the
false soteriological issue known as the sinner’s prayer. 
               
This wave of “new” teaching came from the previous
doctrines like the mourner’s bench and the alter call. [1]
Many denominational teachers and preachers began to
encourage sinners to utter a prayer that they claimed
would save their soul from sin. This prayer goes
something like this: 
                God, I know that I am a sinner. I know that I 
                deserve the consequences of my sin. However,  
                I am trusting in Jesus Christ as my Savior. I         
                believe that His death and resurrection 
                provided for my forgiveness. I trust in Jesus 
                and Jesus alone as my personal Lord and 
                Savior. Thank you Lord, for saving me and 
                forgiving me! Amen![2]
There is no telling how many souls have been lost due
to the advocation of this polluted doctrine. In all 66
books, 1,189 chapters, 31,102 verses, and 750,000 (+)
words, every reader will find it impossible to find the
sinner’s prayer. Apart from its lack of presence in the
Scriptures, why is the sinner’s prayer not a part of
God’s plan for salvation? 

Salvation is More Than Confessing Words.[3]Confession
is good (Matthew 10:32-33). In fact, Paul wrote, “For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”
(Romans 10:10). But while confession is surely
important, it is not enough. Confession leads to
salvation[4]—it alone doesn’t save a person. Jesus said,
“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46); salvation is more than a mere
utterance of words. There is no passage in Scripture
that shows that confession is the point at which one is
placed into Christ; baptism is the point at which that
happens (Galatians 3:26-27). A sinner’s baptism saves
(1 Peter 3:21), not a sinner’s prayer.  

Acts 2:21 Acts 2:38

“whosoever”

“call on”

“the name of the Lord”

“shall be saved”

“every one of you”

“repent and be baptized”

“in the name of Jesus Christ”

“remission of sins”


